Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



/ 



• 



BJTT. VEB,. WZLLZAICS' 



ELECTION SERMON. 



18S7. 



I ■ ■ I II ■■„'■■ ^1 ■■ g 



\ 



r 



THE SEI09 %t JESVS CHRIST. 




ttW^%f 



BELIYERED AT CONCORD, 



BEFORE 






AND 



BOTH BRANCHES OF THE LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

JUNE 7, 1827. 



B7 RET. NATHANIEL W. WILLIAMS, A. VL* 
Of the Baptist Charch in Coneord, N. Hp 



OOirOOBB I 

PBINTED BT JACOB B. MOORE. 

For th* SUte. 

1827. 



/ 
/ 







\ -^-^^a^c^^ c,^^ 



W I H'^i^^.O Lt4A>i^ KhAM^ 



In Senate, June 7^, 182Ti 
Jtesolved, That a Committee be appointed to wait on the Rev. Mr. Williams, 
and present to him the thanks of the Legislatore, for his able and ingenious dis- 
course delivered this day, Ikefore his EanseUency the Governor, the Honorable 
Council, and both branches of the Legislature, and request of him a copy for the 
presi^ " 

S. DINSMOORt Jr. Clerk. 
X true Copy— Attest 

6. B. FRENCH, Assistant deik. 
In ike House of Representatives, same day. 
Read aad concurred — 

SAMX. D< BCLL, Clerk. 



\ 



\ 
/ 



Sktvmon 



Thy kiogdom come.— Matt. vi. 10. 



When we recede to the period just preceding^^ 
Hie ReformatioD, we are surrounded with dark*- 
ness and gloom. Scii:*nce scarcely gave a suffi-^ 
eient light to indicate its existence, and die Bi-- 
hie, that hook of books, was only to be found i» 
the hands of a superstitious and oppressive priest- 
hood. Every fraud which ingenuity could de- 
vise, and every fetter which power could forge^ 
were employed to delude the people and hold the 
mind of man in the most dbject slavery. Op- 
pressed and deceived, and made to believe that 
salvation was at the disposal of the pope and his 
kgions, tlie multitude was satisfied with the dom- 
ination that gave direction to their sentiments and 
practice. But there were a few, a secluded and 
unknown few, whom God had taught by his sfirit 
and who preferred the caverns of the eartl), with 
fireedom of eonscience, to att the grandeur of pal- 



aces, enslaved ta the superstition and borae down 
under the oppression of cardinals and monks. — 
That secluded few sent up their united cries to 
the throne of Jehovah from dens and caves until 
a prayer hearing God came down to deliver and to 
bless them. Wickliffe, emboldened for the truth 
in Britain, was succeeded by Luther and Melane- 
thon in Germany, Zuinglius in Switzerland, Cal- 
vin in Geneva, and several others^ who were distin- 
guished in their day, each putting forth his might 
for the cause of r Truth, and the Salvation of the 
world. God heard their cries, and nerved their 
arms in the holy contest. The spell was broken, 
impervious darkness yielded to the spreading light 
of the sun of truth. A severe conflict ensued.— 
The enemy was powerful, but the cause was the 
cause of God and must prevail. With an exten- 
sive survey, behold the march of truth through 
the lapse of three hundred years. How astonish- 
ing the rapidity ! What wonderful success has 
God given to the preaching of the Cross and the 
free circulation of the scriptures without note or 
comment ! And who is there present, but can see 
a change and improvement which has been con- 
stantly advancing for the last thirty years, still more 
astonishing and delightful to the mind of every phi^ 
lanthropist ? How intimately political revolutions 
are connected with those of the churchy it is easy 
to see in the history referred to. l^he mind, re*, 
leased from the boii^age of superstition, pursues 



its own enquiries. Every new discovery is sure to 
lead to another, and so by an indefinite progres- 
sion, necessarily leads to improvement in every re- 
lation of life. If improvements in the church tend 
to prepare mankind for advancement in their civ- 
il and political condition, so does advancement in 
the civil and political condition of men, prepare 
them for improvements in their moral an^ reli- 
gious situation. 

Men to pursue their own best course, must pos^ 
sess that stimulus to action which a state of free- 
dom alone can give, and every revolution which 
facilitates the march of liberty, we hail as tending 
to place mankind in that state in which they will 
feel it to be their privilege to put forth the might 
x)f their moral and intellectual strength to promote 
the happiness of the world. 

But man is too wicked, too much given to li- 
centiousness to make the best improvement of his 
advantages, without a greater moral influence than 
he naturally possesses. Hence while nations are 
improving in their civil and political conditions, 
they must be enlisted as subjects of the Prince of 
peace. Governments may be established, and 
laws may be enacted and executed, but, if fear be 
the only passion which is affected, the benefit aris- 
ing from civil and political institutions will be 
small. It is a moral influence, which possesses 
the only efficient power, and this influence can be 
produced and successfully exerted only by the au- 
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thority of the divine Lawgiver and Raler. Aware 
of the necessity of such a power to form the chris- 
tian character and renovate the world, Jesus taught 
his disciples the prayer contained in the text. Thy 
Kingdom come. 

To the continued use of this petition, some have 
objected, believing that it was designed to be lim- 
ited to the first introduction of the gospel dispen- 
sation. But I am inclined to believe that it is as 
appropriate now as it was then^ and that it will be 
appropriate as long as the church of Christ shall 
need an increase of her number and moral power. 
The fitness of this prayer will appear still more 
evident, if we understand the text as translated by 
the learned Mr. Campbell, who renders it " Thy 
reign come," indicating^ not iso much the subjects 
composing the kingdom, as the authority and in- 
fluence of the king himself in giving effect to his 
kws as the basis of his government. Hence the 
text may be paraphrased. Let thy government be 
established, thy power be exerted, and thy influ- 
ence be every where spread. This, the whole Is- 
rael of God pray for, as the consummation of their 
hopes and faith. And what may we expect, 
rather, what may we not expect, while this 
prayer is ascending from ten thousand hearts in 
unison before the throne of Jehovah, but a speedy 
fulfilment of predictions of glory and perfection 
of peace and joy to the world. 
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Oo this auniversary, which is dear to the citi- 
zens of this State, I propose to call your attention 
to the reign of Jesus Christ and to explain the na- 
ture of his kingdom, as contrasted with the king- 
doms of this world. The nature of this kingdom, 
we may learn by considering, 

J. Iti origin. 

This we we taught by the Son of God, whose 
language is, " My kingdom is not of this world." 
It did'not <H*iginate in this world, and is not mod- 
elled and controlled by the genius and habits of 
this world. Hence, the reign of Jesus is essential- 
ly different from the reign of any other Monarch. 
It is true that earthly governments are reared to 
afiRird to mankind a shelter fron) the many evib 
to which a people without rulers would be neces- 
sarily exposed and subjected. But history teach- 
es Us, that that which ought to afford a covert from 
the blast of oppression, has in many instances been 
converted into an engine of cruelty, by which 
the people have been ilched of their earnings and 
robbed of their freedom. But however the de- 
sign of government has teen perverted and de- 
troyed, it is certain that its intention as instituted 
by Jehovah, is the preservation of the natural 
rights of men,, whereby they may improve and 
esrfoy life in " all godliness and honesty." Had the 
first king of the Hebrews sought the promotion 
of these objects among his subjects, the purposes 

2 
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of government would have been answered in the 
reign of Saul ; but when grandeur, induced by a 
love of power, bore an unrestrained sway in his 
mind, he could burthen the people with exactions, 
and even sacrifice the lite of David, to his pride 
and thirst for * dominion. How often have the 
reigns of earthly princes originated in conquest, in 
fraud and in the triumph of the powerful over 
the feeble ! Within a single century, how many 
kingdoms have been created which received their 
existence and were shaped by the hand of despo- 
tism and pride, and how little justice or virtue 
has attended their rise and progress ! While the 
constitutions of most governments are laid in am- 
bition and tyranny, the foundation of Emanuel's 
reign is laid in righteousness and benevolence. 
'' All power," was committed to his hands, because 
he could be safely trusted with it, and '' all things 
are put beneath him, because he will make them 
subservient to the reign of righteousness and true 
holiness." In Jesus, all the qualities requisite to 
an empire of benevolence are concentrated, as, per- 
fect purity, consummate wisdom, and almighty 
power. Hence his reign must be a government of 
the greatest security and happiness to all who live 
under it. It is true that his empire is gained by 
victory, but it is the victory of love. He is the re- 
deemer of sinners, and in the exercise of his medi- 
atorial authority, he is ever giving proof that he 
is unchangeable in his love to all who obey him, 
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aud that he is worthy to reigi). In consequence 
of what he did in obedience to the law and what 
he suffered in his death upon the cross, '' God 
hath highly exalted him and given him a name 
which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven 
and things in earth and things under the earth, 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus^ 
Christ is Lord to the glory of Ood the Father/' 
This is the occasion of the " heavenly host crying 
with loud voice. Worthy is the Lamh that was 
slain to receive power^ and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." 

As the reign; of Jesus originated in good- 
ness, so the laws of his realm are correspondent, 
in benevolence. 

Earthly governments which Jeht>vah instituted, 
and adapted to the highest earthly advantages and 
happiness^ are often rendered abodes of wretched*- 
ness and disgrace by unjust and oppressive laws. 
But throughout the whole administration of 
Jesus Christ, his procedure is directed by 
laws of rectitude, wisdom, and goodness.— <- 
Nothing is prohibited but what would be produc-* 
tive of evil, nor any thin^ required but what a re* 
gajrd to ttke welfare of every subject demands. — 
^' The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul, the testimony of the Lord is sure making 
wise the simple, the statutes of the Lord are right 
rejoicing the heart, the commandment of the Lord 
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is pure enlightening the eyes." How diflfertek 
from this are earthjy goternments ! Theit- legis- 
latures, not unfrequently contain corrupt aspiring' 
men. and sometimes are wholly under the con- 
troulof an influence which disregards the pros- 
perity and happiness of the public ; the statutes 
which they frame look more to the ag fAndize* 
ment of k few, than to the good of the many* — - 
In kingdoms, the people have groaned under op-' 
pressire laws, and even^ in republics, party 4eal 
and a \hirst for power, have often induced the 
establishment of laws which hdve opersited un- 
equally and unjustly. 

But in the ipeign of Christ, it is an important 
distinction, that all his precepts are frmfed to 
have an equal bearing upon every individual.—- 
As all men are the subjects of similar passions and 
appetites, he requires all to govern themselves by 
rules which impose like restraints upon a!l. And 
that every case may be met by an appropriate 
rule, he requires those who are surrounded with 
whatever can afford gralificAtifn to the sei^ses. to 
be temperate in all things — those who have an 
abundance to be ready to communicate to the 
wants of the pooi'^^those who are needy, to be 
reconciled to the Will of providence- — subjects to 
honor and obey rulers, and rulers to be 'tiprighf 
and faithful, not ojipressing the poor nor con- 
niving at the faults of the rich. He commands 
all mefi, becbuse all are sinners and liable to end- 
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less Miiti^ to repent and seek the mercy of him 
who is exalted to bestow pardon upon penitente, 
and who can give^ peace to the moi^t distressed . 
conscience, and wash out the deepest stains df 
guilt. He requires all men, who are made of ohe 
blood, to love God as their Creator, with all the 
heart, and as expecting to leave this world and 
enter upon eternal scenes, te set their affections 
upon ht?avenly things and aspite after *' glory, 
honor, immortality, and eternal life." Here is 
evidence that the reign of Christ is so pure, that 
if his laws were fully obeyed, the miseries of the 
world would be removed, and man would be 
eleviited to greslt dignity and felicity. These laws 
have a superior value because they apply imme- 
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diately to the heart, and require as great purity 
in men's motives as they do in their actions. 

The nature of this kingdom, we may learn, 
from 

n. The design of Christ's gwemmerit. 

When earthly princes e&tablii^ their reigns 
over nations, they do it, professedly, for the good 
of their subjects. And this is the design which 
governments Were intended to promote and se- 
cure, by their influence in restraining the vicious, 
in protecting the Virtuous, and pointing out the po- 
litical and citil duties which are necessary to the 
preservation of civil society and the enjoyment of 
naltural rtghts. But this design has been too often 
sacrificed to ambition and pride, till oppressed 
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humanity has risen to shake off the galling yoke, 
by measures which nothing but despotism could 
justify. The intention of Christ's reign in the 
world, is infinitely removed from all such motives, 
for instead of enrichiiig and ennobling himself, he 
threw off his native glory, and appeared in the 
humble form of a servant, and made himself 
poor, that his subjects might be CQriched and 
dignified; Nor w^as it possible that " the glory 
which he had with the Father" before the world 
was, should be increased by any exertion of his 
authority among men. He had a right to reign, 
and that right could not be alienated, though it 
might be modified by the assumption of the me- 
diatorial office. It is in this view, that Christ's 
reign appears in the character of pure and disin-^ 
terested benevolence. Mankind were liable to 
perish for their rebellion against the throne and 
government of heaven. But when their expos- 
ure was perceived, the Father, moved with indnite 
pity, (instead of awaking his wrath,) sent forth, 
his Son to propose terms of peace and reconcilia- 
tion. 

When we read that the God of heaven would 
set up a kingdom in the world, which in the New 
Testament is called the kingdom of heaven and the 
kingdom of God, we are to understand that the es- 
tablishment of the Christian religion is meant — 
the dominion of our Lord Jesus Christ — ^the exis- 
tence of his authority as tl^e highest expression ot 
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Jehovah's love and good will — the character of his 
influence — the blessings which it imparts to the 
present life, and the prospect which it holds out 
of the future. 

Let us look at the condition o f mankind. Take 
the map of the world, consider the millions which 
are crowded upon its surface, and enquire what are 
their views, their feeling and their conduct toward 
the author of their being ? Do they give evidence 
of allegiance and fidelity to him whose right it is 
to reign and with whose reign their highest happi- 
ness is intimately connected and should be ever 
identified ? Europe and America afibrd some tran- 
ces of loyalty, while Asia and Africa, (if we ex- 
cept a few who have joined the standard of mod- 
em missionaries,) oppose themselves in an unbrok- 
en column, to his benevolent authority and pow- 
er. What an affecting view is this ! Well may 
we exclaim with the prophet Jeremiah, " O that 
my head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people !** To recover 
a revolted and ruined world to loyalty and friend- 
ship toward their rightful sovereign, is the object of 
our Lord's reign. This gracious purpose it proposes 
to accomplish by exerting a power in their hearts^ 
whose effects shall be seen in an improved life ; in 
dispelling the ignorance, casting down the idols, 
and removing the miseries which have held an al- 
most undisputed sway over mankind from centu^ 
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ry to century. It is this influence which alone 
can effectually establish justice, honesty, and be^ 
nt^volence in the world, and which the voice of pre- 
diction declares, shall ultimately bless every city, 
village, and cottage, and raise fallen and degra- 
ded man to the favour of his offended God. Does 
this view^ look too great to be accomplished ? ^\ It 
is not by might nor by power, but by my spirit 
saith the Lord of hosts." He is infinitely able to 
accomplish it and is now rolling on his vast de- 
signs with unequal speed, and they must and will 
roU on till, 

^^ One song employs all nations, and all cry, 
" Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us. 
" The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks, 
" Shout to each other, and the mountain tops, 
** From distant mountains, catch the flying joy, 
" Till nation after nation, tanght the strain, 
'' Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. '^ 

The government of Jesus Christ is not limited 
to this transient life, for he came not to sway an 
earthly sceptre, hut to exercise a moral power- in 
liie heart, whose influence shall at a brighter day 
give shape to law^s and render human governments^ 
as intended by the Creator, a source of confidence 
and repose for the protection of every civil and 
religious right. 

All this glory and happiness will be the fruit 
of his administration^ whose benevolence, stretch^* 
ing like the how in the heavens, shall teach men to 
estimate every thing by the standard of moral 
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principle, when knowledge and the true spirit of 
freedom shall prevail over the whole earth. 

The nature of this kingdom may be learned 
from, 

III. The Extent and Perpetuity of Christ's 
reign. 

The kingdoms of this world we know sure lim* 
ited, changeable and perishable. The greatest em- 
pires and nations which ever have existed, have 
reached their zenith of earthly glory, and at length 
have passed away and been forgotten. In like 
manner, the greatest kingdoms which now exist 
will tumble from their elevation, and appear no 
more. But the kingdom we are directed to pray 
for, is destined to last forever. ^ The God of 
heaven," says the prophet Daniel, " shall set up a 
kingdom, which shall, never be destroyed, and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these king* 
doms, and it shall stand forever." Unpromising , 
as the fulfilment of this prediction may appear to 
some, the eye of faith, while it looks to ^^ Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to day, and forever," 
will see no obstacle too great to be surmounted, 
no hindrance that can prevent the complete fulfil- 
ment of all that God has spoken. ^ Why do the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth may set tl^mselves, and 
the rulers of the earth take counsel, against the 
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Z^opd, and against his anointed, but he that sittetii 
in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have 
them m derision/' The same power which attend 
ed the first publication of the gospel, subjecting 
the prejudices of the Ignorant, humbling the pride 
of the learned, and subduing the power of the 
mighty^ will continue to accompany the preach- 
ing of the cross, until the dominion of Christ shall 
^^ extend from sea even to sea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth.^' 

Whoever industrioudy ^studies the pro|^ecies 
of the scriptures, and candidly reflects upon the 
present state of the world, must perceive that the 
march of truth, like a mighty phalanx, is too pow- 
erful to be arrested, and that the period is rapidly 
approaching, when he who ^ worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will," will '^ cause the 
vrildemess to blossom like the rose, and streams 
shall break out in the desert f when the ^^ dark 
places of the earth shall be enlightened by the 
bright beams of the Sun of righteousness ;'' when 
the ^ habitations of cruelty'' shall become the 
abodes of meekness and love ; when ^ garments 
roird in blood," and the shouts of the warrior, 
shall be exchanged for the white robes of peace ; 
and the songs of Zion, when the manacles of Afri- 
cans shall cease to gall her neglected and oppress- 
ed sons, and earth and heaven unite in one vdce, 
crying, ^' Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth, the kingdoms of the world have beconie 
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the kingdams of our Lord and of hid Christ/'--^ 
Bat whether this golden period he near or far, if 
the scriptures are our sure guide, the enemies of 
* Jesus will all he humhled, and this King of. glory, 
the ^ Lord strong and mighty/^ will triumph and 
extend his reign till all shall be fulfilled. 

In eontemplating this animating prospect, the 
heart of the christian philanthropist swells and 
beats with joy, while he ardently pours forth, in 
faith and hope, the prayer of the textf Thtf king- 
dam come. But his views are not bounded by the 
narrow limits of time, however cheering the mil' 
lennial glory of ^e world may be ; for the kingdom 
of the Redeemer will last not only as long as this 
^ moving engine" shall exist, but when tiie great 
conflagration shaM consume the material elements 
of the universe, and the sun shall be blotted out, 
this kingdom shall remain unshaken and eternal. 
The Son of God shall " reign ferever and ever,** 
and ^ all enemies^ shall be put tinder his feet.!' — 
The last enemy that shall be vanquished is death, 
that great destroyer who has, for so many ages,^ 
stalked and triumphed in the world. Then wilt 
the consummation of all things be, when Jesus, the 
mighty Saviour, having triumphed over all his foes, 
and gathered all his redeemed to the kingdiom pre^ 
pared for them, shall " deliver up'* his mediatorial 
authority " to God the Father, that God mav be 
all in all." Then shall all the heavenly host say, 
^^ Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unta 
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him thatsitteth upon the throne, and nnto the 
Lamb forever and ever," while eternal shame and 
dismay shall be the portion of all his foes. 

The subject which has been presented, makes 
a strong claim upon the candid attention of those, 
whom the suffrages of a free people have consti- 
tuted legislators and rulers. As the guardians 
of the public rights, it is yours to discharge those 
duties wbicb may conduce to the preservation of 
the principles recognized by the constitution of 
this State, that you may be the " ministers of God 
for good'* to the people whose civil interests you 
are set to guard. Political subjects w ill necessari* 
ly occupy much of your time and attention ; and 
to frame such laws as may promote the public 
weal^ will engross much of your solicitude and 
care. 

It is not my province to point out your duties 
as statesmen ; but as a minister of the gospel, I 
may be allowed to say, that as yofu believe the 
scriptures, and know that " the unrighteous," of 
whatever class, "^ shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God," it is yours to be a " teitor to evil doers," 
and by your example to set yourselves against ev- 
^ry corrupt practice, remembering, " that right- 
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people." If the measure of men's influence 
bears a proportion to the elevation of their standing 
' in the community, those who occupy the dignifi- 
ed stations which the providence of God has as- 
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signed to yau^ may by a faithful adherence to the 
principles of integrity and purity, do much to 
suppress prevalent vices and promote a spirit of 
genuine regard to morality and piety. And are 
there no vices to be corrected, vices that are ruin- 
ous to the welfare of society, and which require 
the strong arm of government and faithful example 
of every good citizen to suppress? The church 
of God seeks no aid from the civil power^ but the 
quiet enjoyment of her rights ; but moral princi- 
ple in the community, asks the sanction of 
Jaw in arresting the tide of open profligacy wher? 
ever it be found. Were some of the vices prev- 
alent in the world, placed more immediately un- 
der the disapprobation of law,. and did the public 
sentiment attach a greater measure of disgrace to 
the profanation of the sabbath, gambling, profane 
swearing, and intemperance, we might expect a 
progress in morals and religion, bearing a just pro- 
portion to the increase of wealth and national 
prosperity. 

Suffer me then, venerable rulers, to invite you^ 
80 far to make the laws and interests of our Sav- 
iour's kingdom an object of your solicitude and 
example^ that your influence may contribute to 
hasten the universal reign of the Prince of peace^ 
when ^ wisdom and knowledge shall be the sta- 
bility of the times, and strength of salvation." 
Is the complete triumph of this r^ign to be 
brought about by means of human agency ? then 



2$ 

it is DO less yours than it is every citizen's to im** 
press yotir sanction upon all the principles and du- 
ties which the scriptures inculcate, as fitted to pro- 
mote sentiments of piety and habits of morality, 
the best basis on which it is possible the noble 
structure of our Republic can rest. 

As legislators and guardiaps of the liberties of 
the people of this State, we tender you our high 
)respects« May you be under the guidance of 
that wisdom which is profitable to direct, and, with 
the approbation of your own consciences, enjoy 
the confidence of the people and the blessing of 
almighty God. . 

The subject suggests to the whole assembly, 
their obligation to God for the period in which 
we live ; and let me remind you, that a prominent 
feature of the kingdom of Christ is, its power to 
produce a moral change in the hearts and lives of 
men. Should you be regardless of the necessity 
of conversion by the grace of life — ^should you 
think lightly of your own guilt as transgressors 
of the divine law — should feel no necessity for the 
mediation and atonement of Jesus, be regardless 
of the pure and benevolent principles of the gos- 
pel, and be impenitent and unbelieving, — ^you must 
be accounted in the light of enemies Vfho refuse 
subjection to the authority of Christ- 
May God in mercy grant, that in the great 
day of bis wrath, when the ^* earth and all that 



fherein is, shall be burned up," both rulers and 
people may be numbered among the faithful sub- 
jects of Zion's KingT— have a shelter beneath the 
covert of his wings — ^and be introduced to the 
beatific presence and everlasting enjoyment of eur 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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